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As the Stalin cult became established over the
course of the 1930s, and the fate of the entire
nation was attributed to Stalin’s wise rule, the
leader was also shown as being directly
responsible for the lives and fates of children […]
The Stalin cult was vital in shaping political
understanding in the Soviet masses. It taught
children how to regard Stalin, and emphasised
to adults that he was the “best friend of Soviet
children” and hence a humane, caring leader.

Historian Catriona Kelly writing in 2005 about
Stalin’s cult of personality.

Interpretation A

Source: Catriona Kelly, Riding The Magic Carpet: Children and Leader
Cult in the Stalin Era, 2005, (p.199).



Comrades, if we sharply criticize today the cult of
the individual which was so widespread during
Stalin's life and if we speak about the many
negative phenomena generated by this cult
which is so alien to the spirit of Marxism-
Leninism, various persons may ask: How could it
be? Stalin headed the party and the country for
30 years and many victories were gained during
his lifetime. Can we deny this? In my opinion, the
question can be asked in this manner only by
those who are blinded and hopelessly
hypnotized by the cult of the individual, only by
those who do not understand the essence of the
revolution and of the Soviet State, only by those
who do not understand, in a Leninist manner, the
role of the party and of the nation in the
development of the Soviet society...

Extract from Nikita Khrushchev’s ‘Secret Speech’,
'On the Cult of Personality and Its Consequences,'
Delivered at the Twentieth Party Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (February

25th 1956). Khrushchev took over from Stalin after
his death in 1953 and gave his so called ‘Secret
Speech’ to denounce Stalin’s cult of personality.

Interpretation B



1. How does Interpretation B differ from
Interpretation A about Stalin’s cult of personality?

Explain your answer based on what it says in
Interpretations A and B.

(4 marks)



2. Why might the authors of Interpretations A and
B have a different interpretation about Stalin’s cult

of personality?
Explain your answer using Interpretations A and B

and your contextual knowledge.
(4 marks)



3. Which interpretation gives the more convincing
opinion about Stalin’s cult of personality?

Explain your answer based on your contextual
knowledge and using what it says in Interpretations

A and B.
(8 marks)





4. Describe two problems people living in the USSR
faced as a result of Stalin’s economic reforms.

(4 marks)



5. In what ways the lives of Russian citizens
affected by Bolshevik rule of Russia?

(8 marks)





6. Which of the following was the most important
reason why revolution broke out in February 1917?

-Mistakes made by Tsar Nicholas II
-The growth of opposition groups

Explain your answer with reference to both bullet
points.

(12 marks)






